
 

   

   

 

NEWSLETTER OF SUMMERLAND SPORTS & CLASSIC CAR CLUB INC.NEWSLETTER OF SUMMERLAND SPORTS & CLASSIC CAR CLUB INC.  

THERE WILL BE A MEETING ON 2nd JUNETHERE WILL BE A MEETING ON 2nd JUNE  

 

 
MEMBER CONTRIBUTIONS of material for publication are encouraged and greatly appreciated. Preference will be given to original material. 
 

COPYRIGHT of all material herein remains with the creators /writers /photographers /artists /other contributors, as per Australian copyright law and 
the Berne Convention.  If you plan to reproduce any content, please acknowledge Accelerations as the source. 
 

DISCLAIMER:  Views and ideas expressed within Accelerations may exhibit some editorial independence, or may be those of contributors, and do 
not necessarily represent the official opinion of Summerland Sports & Classic Car Club. 
 

You are invited to join us: 
 

Summerland Sports & Classic Car Club invites members of the following clubs to attend any SSCCC events.  
Club registrars are requested to list our events in their clubs’ day book. 
 

If you are planning to attend, please advise our President so we expect you. This helps with catering and other  
arrangements. 
Clubs: Ballina Classic Vehicle Club; C.ex Coffs Sports, Touring & Classic Car Club; Grafton Vintage Motor Vehicle Club; 
North Coast Street Machines; Northern Rivers Classic Car Club; Northern Rivers Vintage & Veteran Car Club; Gold Coast 
Antique Auto Club;  Mt Warning Historic Auto Club; Rover Car Club of Queensland. 

 

   

   

  

JUNE 2021 

If not claimed, PLEASE RETURN to: 

PO Box  761, Lismore, NSW 2480 
Please tell us if your address changes 

Club Members gathered with their cars ready for the recent run to New Italy and Yamba 
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OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2021 CLUB YEAR 
 

PRESIDENT David Hughes PO Box 814,  0429 006 225 

   Alstonville 2477  

VICE PRESIDENT Jim Hodgson 17 Greenwood Dr, 02 6625 1453 

   Goonellabah 2480 0411 435 344 

SECRETARY Rod Johnston 2/13 Pendara Cres 02 6622 8738 

   Lismore Heights 2480 0412 427 191 

ASSISTANT         
SECRETARY 

Shirley Bryce 625 Wardell Rd  02 6628 3443  

 Alstonville 2477 0412 866 199 

TREASURER Sue De Paauw 1McInnes Lane 02 6683 2740 

    Tuckurimba 2480   

REGISTRAR Jason Crimmins Lot 105 Jersey Drive 0423 042 271 

    North Casino 2470  

MAGAZINE EDITOR Fiona Gordon 26 Godfrey Place 0431 984 410 

  Alstonville 2477  

Assistant MAGAZINE                 
EDITOR 

Shirley Bryce 625 Wardell Rd,  02 6628 3443 

  Alstonville 2477  0412 866 199  

COMMITTEE: Barry Granatelli 29 Conte St 02 6621 7835   

 

 Lismore 2480 0414 817 223 

Jeff Johnston 4 Windsor Court, 02 6624 5962 

 Goonellabah 2480 0419 006 302 

Gayl McKay PO Box 5204,  02 6672 6620 

  Murwillumbah South 2484 0407 181 482 

PUBLIC OFFICER Robert Lovell 58 Beaumont Drive,  02 6621 9682 

    Lismore 2480 0427 257 190 

PUBLICITY OFFICER David Gordon 26 Godfrey Place 0412 311 828 

    Alstonville 2477  
    

EVENTS COMMITTEE Terry Goldman 12 Kookaburra Terrace 02 6624 7043 

   Goonellabah 2480 0429 380 381 

 Ken Bryce 625 Wardell Rd,  02 6628 3443 

  Alstonville, 2477 0401 635 534 

 Ron Nowlan 51 Panorama Dr 0427 877 302 

  Alstonville 2477  

 Winton Brocklebank 5 Nixon Place,  0418 278 466 

  Lennox Head, 2478  
    
PROPERTY OFFICER Jeff Johnston 4 Windsor Court, 02 6624 5962 

  Goonellabah 2480 0419 006 302 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE 24/06/2021 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SummerlandCar       

Website:  http://shannons.com.au/club/carclubs/summerland-sports-classic-car-

SUMMMERLAND SPORTS & CLASSIC CAR CLUB INC  is a member of the Council of Heritage  
Motor Clubs NSW Inc.       www.heritagemotoringcouncil.org.auwww.facebook.com/CHMCNSW/ 

 

LIFE MEMBERS 
 

Barbara Hodgson, Jim Hodgson, George Jensen, Marj Jensen, Meryl Lovell, Robert 

Lovell, Brian Sidney, Heather Sidney, Helen White  

http://www.heritagemotoringcouncil.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/CHMCNSW/
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MONTHLY MEETING FOR SUMMERLAND SPORTS & CLASSIC CAR CLUB 5TH MAY 2021 

Members Present, David & Robyn Hughes, Tim Thearle, Terry Goldman,Brian Sidney, Jeff      

Johnston, Jeff & Julie Snow, Don Osborne, Winton Brocklebank, Barry Granatelli, George & Marj 

Jensen, Trevor Ball,   Richard Swinton, Jim & Barb Hodgson, Denise Fenwick, Shirley Bryce, Jason 

Crimmins, Sandra Crimmins, Bob Sweeney, Jeff Pettit, Helen & Garry Spencer, Bob Sawyer, Bob 

Trevan, Robert Lovell, Steve Craven, Christine McNall, Sue dePaauw, Rod Johnston 

Apologies David Besson, Gayl McKay, Ray & Lynda Lovett, Jim Butler, Ken Bryce, Rudy dePaauw, 

David & Fiona Gordon, Marion Thearle, Alan & Lucky Howard, Tim Pettit, Andrew Drysdale. 

Meeting opened at 7.28 pm President David welcomed all to the meeting, there were no visitors  

Present. Members were reminded to please sign the attendance sheet being passed around 

Motion Rod moved that the minutes of the previous meeting of April 7th were true and correct 

once George Jensen’s name is included in those minutes, seconded Richard Swinton. 

Correspondence In/out motion dealt with as needed by Secretary and business discussed in     

general business. Moved Rod Johnston, seconded Jeff Snow 

Treasurer’s Report Treasurer Sue gave a detailed report of the club’s financial position. A report 

was put to the meeting by Shirley Bryce for the purchase of a new lap-top for Fiona our               

Acceleration’s editor to use, costing $897. Moved Shirley, seconded Jeff Johnston (all in favour) for 

this purchase. Moved Sue dePaauw seconded Steve Craven, the Treasurer’s report was true and 

correct. 

Past Events  President David gave us a short run down on the Tenterfield weekend away to the car 

Show & Shine. It was an enjoyable weekend, the Saturday being cold and wet; we had a good 

strong number of cars showing on the Sunday. Rod Johnston awarded (The best imported car 

award) for his Jaguar XJS SC 

The Ballina Classic Vehicle Show & Shine at House With No Steps  Jeff Johnston spoke on this day 

saying we had a strong number on display, the day was enjoyed with good weather. 

Coming Events 

May 12th Terry Goldman spoke about the coffee run  giving a rundown on the time and route to 

be taken to Shelly Beach Café 

Jeff Johnston spoke about the up-coming Toowoomba weekend away 18/19th& 20th June depart-

ing      Lismore on the Friday morning and travelling through Killarney & Warwick. To Pittworth and 

on to Toowoomba.  A full day of activities on the Saturday, and on Sunday on the return journey a 

visit to    Gatton Transport Museum. Members were reminded to book accommodation as soon as 

possible. 
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Jeff spoke about the up-coming PCYC car show set down for September 5th 

General Business 

President David gave a detailed rundown on the need for our club to belong to the Council of 

Heritage Motor Clubs and the need for all motoring clubs into the future to have CHMC working 

for our best interests.  

Motion David moved that our club join the CHMC asap (all in favour) seconded by Barry           

Granatelli. 

The pepper grinder will stay with Shirley Bryce for another month as it was left at home. 

Robert Lovell gave us a talk on his recent trip to Charleville to a veteran rally, where flood rains 

caused problems with roads flooded. He has just purchased a veteran Fiat. Robert’s talk created a 

short question time. 

David asked for any more business at this point which there were not any matters arising.  

David closed meeting at 8.10pm 

CASINO BEEF WEEK SHOW & SHINE—SUNDAY 30th MAY 2021 

This Show & Shine will now be held but it is on Sunday 30th May and will be at    

Casino Golf Club from 9am to 2pm 

Meet on the Bruxner Highway opposite the Lismore Airport at 8.00am for departure 

by 8.10am  

 
COFFEE RUN TO TINTENBAR— 9th JUNE 2021 
 

Meet at the Lismore Workers Sports Club car park, Oliver Avenue, Goonellabah at 

9.00 am for 9.15am departure.  We will take a scenic drive to the Tintenbar           

Teahouse for morning tea. 

 

Enquiries:    Winton Brocklebank  0418 278 466 

   Terry Goldman      0429 380 381 

COMING EVENTS 
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BIO'S FOR "ACCELERATIONS" 2021   

July  Denise Fenwick Garry Spencer 

August  Jim Hodgson Steve Craven 

September Jeff Johnston Mike McIntosh 

October  Ray Lovett Don Osborne 

November Jeff Snow  Bob Sweeney 

December Brian Sidney Richard Swinton 

Brief Bio about your background, interest in cars, what you expect from 

the SS&CCC with a photo of yourself and car(s) 

PRESIDENTS REPORT 

Members would have noticed a cooler change in the weather which is great for those 

of us with non air conditioned cars!  

Sunday’s run to Yamba was only the second time this year that my XK 120 had seen the 

light of day and boy did she enjoy it. What a superb day to enjoy the drive down the 

M1 and the wonderful waterfront location for lunch. Thanks Terry for arranging         

another great outing.  

Unfortunately our stalwart and very popular member Ken Bryce is doing it a bit tough 

at the moment. Our thoughts are with you Ken and Shirley and we hope to see you 

back on deck in the near future.  

It’s good to hear that the Casino Beef Week Show and Shine is going to be held after 

all, albeit not in the main part of the town. It will be held on Sunday May 30th at the 

Casino Golf Club. Meeting point on Sunday morning is 8.00am opposite Lismore       

Airport.  

Robyn and I are looking forward to the weekend away in Toowoomba and for those 

who are still thinking about attending I suggest you make a booking at the motel as 

soon as possible. Jeff Johnston has put a lot of effort into the planning and there are 

some very interesting activities. These weekends are always great fun and they give us 

the opportunity for some more extended camaraderie that day trips don’t always         

present.  

In the meantime I look forward to seeing you at our monthly meeting on June 2nd .  

          David Hughes 
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GUIDELINES FOR CONDITIONAL REGISTRATION (CLUB PLATES)  

Member must be financial. Vehicle has to be at least thirty years old. 

Vehicle must be inspected by the Club Registrar at least once each year  (RMS pink slip is              

acceptable). 

Minimum insurance cover of Third Party Property Damage. Full Comprehensive is recommended, 

 proof of cover must be provided to Registrar prior to initial registration or renewal. 

RMS has introduced a new program that will permit the use of approved vehicles for personal         

purposes for 60 days in the year, in addition to attendances at authorised Club Outings. 

Owners will be required to maintain a Log Book showing the date, time and departure location for 

each day that the vehicle is used. (Failure to maintain an accurate and up-to-date daily record could 

mean    severe consequences for the member and our club!) 

 Eligibility of your vehicle (s) may be reconsidered if the following vehicle attendances are not met :- 

 One Vehicle – Must attend three Club events each year. 

 Two Vehicles – One vehicle must attend one Club event & the other vehicle two Club events each 

year. 

 Three or more Vehicles – Each vehicle must attend one Club event each year. 

 Any variation from these rules, for acceptable legitimate reasons, will require prior Club approval. 

Non-compliance can result in registration being cancelled. The Club cannot afford the 

system being abused and the subsequent loss of these worthwhile benefits for our 

Club members.   

REGISTRAR - Jason Crimmins 0423 042 271 

 
From Bob Trevan 
 

IMAGINE THE FRONT UNDER BAY DAMAGE --IF DRIVEN THROUGH SOME OF LISMORE            

POTHOLES  - 1955  Mercedes Truck 
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   MAY  
 

Jim Hodgson    Brian Sidney   

Fiona Gordon  Ray Lovett 

David Hughes  Norma Goldman  

Joey Taylor 

    JUNE 
 

 Denise Fenwick Dennis Guest   Barbara & Jim Hodgson   

  Jeffrey Pettitt        Wayne Taylor           Robert & Meryl Lovell   

              Michael & Lynda Brown 

 

 

 

 

Club Regalia 

If any members are interested we do have the following club regalia for sale: 

Metal Car Grill Badges $25.00; Cloth Badges $8.00, Sticker Badges $3.00 

Club Name Badges 

If any members wish to buy a club name badge, please contact Sue de Paauw. The badge has a small 

logo, your name and year of joining. You have the choice of a magnetic fastener (quite strong) or a more 

traditional pin fastener. The badges cost $15.00 (pin fastener) or $17.00 (magnetic fastener).  

Club Shirts 

There are two options for club shirts: 

1. a button up chambray shirt (either short or long sleeve) 

2. a grey polyester polo shirt 

If any member wishes to purchase a shirt for use on club outings the procedure is as below: 
 

Chambray Shirt: 

Purchase the shirt from George Gooleys, Lismore; they have all the necessary sizes and can provide 

the best fit. Take the shirt to either Lismore Embroidery (83 Keen St) or to Daleys ( 21 Woodlark St ) for 

embroidering of the logo.  

Bring your receipt for the embroidery to the Treasurer and the club will refund $5.00 towards the cost. 

  

Grey Club Polo Shirts: 

The club has purchased a supply of shirts (Sizes S, M, L and XL) as the manufacturer is discontinuing 

this line. See the Treasurer to check sizes and buy the shirt - price is $25.00.  

Embroidery of the club logo will be done by Lismore Embroidery (83 Keen St, Lismore) for $10.00. 

Please make sure you tell them to do the wording on the logo and name in white. 

Bring your receipt to the Treasurer and the club will refund $5.00 towards the cost. 
 

         Sue de Paauw (Treasurer) 

NOTICES 

https://maps.google.com/?q=83+Keen+St&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=21+Woodlark+St&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=83+Keen+St,+Lismore&entry=gmail&source=g
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TOOWOOMBA WEEKEND VISIT 18th, 19th & 20th June 2021. 
 

A weekend away is planned for the above dates.   

Please book your accommodation early -   details are: 
 
ACCOMMODATION: 
 

MOTEL: HIGHLANDER MOTOR INN, 226 James St, Toowoomba QLD   (07) 4638 4955. 

There is a variety of accommodation available. Standard Motel Q Rooms $129, Exec King Spa 

Rooms $149, as well as Twin Motel rooms, Family Rooms & Apartments. An additional 15% 

discount will apply to prices quoted above. Quote Summerland Car Club when booking 

or use Summerland in booking promo via the internet. 
 
FRIDAY 18th 

 
7.30am - Depart Lismore (morning tea on the way). Travel will be via Woodenbong, Killarney &    
Warwick and onto Rudd’s Hotel. 
12PM- LUNCH AT RUDD’s HOTEL, Nobby, QLD. (Also called Steele Rudd’s Hotel) 
 
THEN ONTO TOOWOOMBA  
2.30pm- Visit to Darling Downs Veteran & Vintage Car Club (DDVVCC) at 2 Rocla Court,    
GLENVALE. Note: Afternoon Tea –supplied by our hosts. 
 
DINNER:   SOUTHERN HOTEL, 839 Ruthven St, Toowoomba. 
 
SATURDAY 19th 
 
Breakfast.  Continental breakfast in room or short walk to local eateries. 
 
9am WARBIRDS: Visit to Aerotec Qld P/L: A Warbird, Vintage & General Aviation &            
Maintenance company at Toowoomba airport. Planes, Military Motor Museum & Memorabilia. 
Depart: 11.30am 
 
LUNCH: Meringandan Hotel at 12.30 pm. 
 
2.00pm: Visit to HIGHFIELDS PIONEER VILLAGE - (Covers 20 acres with over 70 buildings,      
memorabilia and lovely surroundings) 
 
DINNER: FITZY’S PUB- 153 Margaret St, Toowoomba. 
 
SUNDAY 20th 
 
Late Breakfast: The Barn & Scotty's Garage, 1709 Flagstone Creek Road, Upper Flagstone. 
 
VISIT TO: Queensland Transport Museum, 34 Lake Apex Drive, Gatton QLD. (Museum of   
transport   of various ages and a display of over 200 models) Lunch at Museum. 
 
DRIVE HOME (Travel Itinerary to be decided) VIA MOTORWAY or ALTERNATIVE. 
 

Contacts: Jeff Johnston M 0419 006 302 H 6624-5962 

 

                 Terry Goldman M 0429 380 381 

COMING EVENT 
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BALLINA CLASSIC VEHICLE CLUB SHOW & SHINE—SUNDAY 2nd MAY 2021 
 
A lovely sunny day and an excellent turnout of beautifully presented vehicles, drew 
crowds of admirers to Summerland House Farm at Alstonville. Well done Ballina Club 

RECENT EVENTS 
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COFFEE RUN TO SHELLY BEACH, BALLINA—12th MAY 2021 
 
Another perfect day for a drive, this time to Shelly Beach at Ballina.  The café provided 

good coffee, delicious food options, great service and wonderful views out to sea.   

Another great run—thank you Terry. 
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SUNDAY RUN TO NEW ITALY & YAMBA—16th MAY 2021 
 
A beautiful sunny day for the drive from Goonellabah via Woodburn to New Italy where we 

enjoyed morning tea. We then headed on to Yamba via the Pacific Motorway, arriving for 

lunch at the Yamba Shores Tavern.  Around 27 of us enjoyed lunch overlooking the glassy 

water—a top day.      Terry Goldman 
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DAVID HACK MEMORIAL EVENT—TOOWOOMBA, MAY 2021—David Besson 
 
The David Hack Classic began after the untimely death from leukaemia of David Hack, a local photographer with a 

passion for cars. Rotary Toowoomba has been continuing it for 22 years and has raised $500,000 for the fight against 

leukaemia.  

The Classic has grown into a huge annual gathering of cars, planes, motorcycles, military and service vehicles and 

multiple   objects of interest to the motor minded. And I mean huge. Over 400 vehicles are shown each year. 

It was a truly amazingly diverse collection of absolutely beautiful, perfectly presented cars stretching over row after 

row across the airfield. The cars included a locally built machine from 1903, many stylish cars from the 20’s and 30’s 

through to our better known Australian Holdens and Fords, American 

Metal, rods and Minis. The group of about 20 Minis alone was           

impressive. Some had been modified, some restored.  We were       

particularly taken with the Mini Ute, produced in NZ and capable of    

carrying just about 2 bales of hay! 

Aircraft flew in and out all morning making a vibrant atmosphere. A 

static display of 20 to 30 planes attracted lots of families. The RAAF 

had a cargo plane on display to inspect inside. Joy flights were avail-

able in Tiger Moths, Cessnas and a jet fighter trainer for the well-heeled 

brave. (Pictured is a 1950s T28 USA Trojan trainer plane) 

There was a static display of ambulances through the ages. The fire 

service demonstrated the ‘jaws of life’ by impressively cutting into a 

perfectly good donated car to ‘rescue’ a passenger. Some serious 

WW2 motorcycles added to the diversity. 

Gayl’s interest was taken by the Amphicar, a 1960’s German design 

with a Triumph engine and Porsche gear box driving the rear wheels 

and a forward and reverse propeller. The owner had brought a        

completely restored vehicle and a body shell plus parts from his home 

in Cooma – where the water is fresh, not salt. His aim is to get the    

Australian record for catching the first fish from a car. 

We feel The David Hack Classic  was an outstanding event which would 

be of great interest to our members and worth considering as a possible 

club outing and/or display for the future.  

A Buick and a Mini 
Ute manufactured 
and imported from 
New Zealand. 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
An old Ford Woody 
and caravan ready to 
travel 
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BOB’S MUSINGS 

I hail from the Sydney region, my early years (1960’s) to the age of twelve were spent in the lower blue mountains in 

the village of Blaxland. As we lived on the highway, it gave great opportunity to observe many of the cars that ran in 

the Bathurst 500 the day before, still sporting their race numbers. Back then many were road registered or on open 

trailers. 

In the early 70’s the family purchased a newsagency in the Blacktown area. That brought an end to my care free bush 

bashing wanderings with my mates. They were the days when Mum & Dad didn’t care where you were, as long as 

you were home for dinner. 

The newsagency turned out to be the end of my childhood as I was required to attend after school and at weekends, 7 

days a week. The newsagency wasn’t all slavery though, as it did come with some perks e.g. a small undeclared 

wage and an endless supply of free reading material. I soon developed an urge to read every car magazine on the 

stand. 

Buying my first car was something that I soon focused on at the age of fourteen, after Dad had promised he would 

take the privilege of breaking both my legs if I came home with the mini bike I yearned for. (Mini bikes and slug guns 

were all the go in the early 70’s) 

I soon start to scout every week armed with my newsagency spawned automotive knowledge. Being in the prime of 

my know it all adolescence, how could I go wrong! So began the ritual of trawling the classifieds SMH, Tele and    

Trading Post until I found the “One” 

I dragged Dad along for the inspection to get the parental approval. He took one look in disbelief, shook his head 

mumbled some inaudible words under his breath as we walked around and duly test drove the prospect. His final 

words as he walked away were, “you will grow out of that one day” 

So with Dad doing everything in his power to dissuade me I bought the car. By the way it was a Dolly yellow Torana 

GTR XUI for $1,600. P.S. Dad was right about the car but not the growing out of that one day. 

I left school with my school certificate and began my career as a Plant Mechanic (trucks, construction and farm    

equipment) with the D.M.R. now known as the R.M.S. located at Granville. Cars owned XU1, TC Cortina and Chrysler 

Centura 4.3 litre 

I met my wife to be Jenny at the age of 19 on a Bus trip. It was one of those “see Australia in 23 days” and of course 

the best time of year to go is January! We were 19! 

After completion of my trade, I was back managing one of the family newsagency’s followed by GEMCO [Groote      

Eylandt Mining Company] located in the gulf of Carpentaria as a Plant mechanic. GEMCO had some interesting     

employment inducements, there was the obligatory free yearly trip home but the best was the free one way transport 

of your car to the island. The penny hadn’t dropped until my arrival courtesy of BPA [Bush Pilot Airways]. BPA had just 

upgraded their fleet the month before from DC3’s to Fokker Friendship’s but fortunately the free open all hours bar 

service was still available. On arrival after adjusting to the “hit you with a brick humidity” I couldn’t but help notice the 

amazing range of mainly two wheel drive cars. They were in all shapes, sizes and type. I can clearly recall an XA GT     

Falcon and a Triumph Spitfire, all for two public sealed roads being a total of 14kms that being from the airport to town 

10k’s the other 4k’s to Bartalumba bay. I soon learned once these cars landed on the island they often stayed and 

were traded amongst the incoming and outgoing employees. 

On return to Sydney I had scored a job with a project home builder [Mechanic] trucks dozers and cars. I also bought 

back my Centura. I then moved on to John Deere mainly Construction and some farm equipment. I began in assembly 
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With the regular travel in my job, I found myself imagining a better place to live. South coast was looking good until I 

discovered the Far North Coast. I sold the Jensen and bought a $200 VJ Valiant ute 

It was 1987, Jenny and I had married and bought 5 acres for $35,000 at Pearces creek /Booyong and had a 1910ish 

timber house $12,000 moved from Tamar St Ballina onto our plot for our new life. I quickly had a job with the John 

Deere dealer of the day followed by an ill-fated decision to be a council employee before settling with Lismore         

Machinery until their closure in 1992. I sold the Valiant ute for $600 and purchased 1987 XF Falcon S pac ute 

Our daughter Sally was born in 1992, the same year I was beginning with my last employer Ongmac.                            

I Decommissioned the Centura [wood worm] and bought XE 84 Fairmont Ghia. 

After 14 years at Pearces Crk, we purchased a nonproductive Macadamia farm at Dalwood. Little did we know that 

Ken and Shirley Bryce would be our new next door neighbours. 

Whilst still having our day jobs we worked the farm. Some 19 years have now passed. I gave Ongmac away a couple 

of years ago and Jenny’s 30 plus year tenure at Mullum/Byron health services is drawing to a close. Nearly forgot that 

we joined this little known car club in 2020. 

Sold XF ute after 20 years, purchase BF Falcon tray ute, purchased Commodore wagon 1993, purchase XD Ghia 

ESP 1998 purchase FG Falcon XR50 Turbo ute 2012, Sold Commodore [500,000km’s] and purchased BF Ghia in 

2010, Sold BF 2014VF Calais, bought 2009 350z Nissan roadster in 2016, purchased 2012Mercedes SL500 in 2020. 

Thanks to those who took time out to read this snippet of my life so far Bob Willemse 
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CARS AND RELATED CAR ACTIVITIES 

My father taught me to drive on the local cricket oval. Parallel parking perfected alongside the cricket pitch! After 

attaining my licence from the local police constable, my father again exercised his parental influence and decided 

I would buy my first car from the Leongatha BMC dealer. The slime green Morris 1500, the car I must have, was 

bought with the assistance of the world’s most costly hire purchase agreement. This memorable purchase set me 

on my costly automotive journey. It continues to this day in both expense and variety. Shortly after acquiring the 

not so trusty Morris I headed to Canberra to start my working life. 

In my last years at boarding school in Ballarat, I was adopted by a couple of day boy families with established rally 

backgrounds and a keen interest in circuit racing. So, by the time I hit Canberra I had attended a couple of Tasman 

Cup meetings (late 60s), seen Beechey et al at Calder and been exposed to Harry Firths Ford Rally Team. 

The Morris and I stuck it out until the hire purchase agreement was done. Not only did the hire purchase       

agreement burn a hole in my meagre wages so did the constant stream of repairs! So, the Morris was sold to a 

work colleague who proceeded to flog it to near death for several years without any costs beyond service and 

rego fees! Money in hand I was off on my first trip to Sydney to buy a “second hand” Cooper S I had located in a 

second hand dealer’s yard on Parramatta road. 

Thankfully, a little bit of advice from the new and car wise owner of the Morris was that I must, while test driving 

the Cooper, get it on full lock and listen for the dreaded clunk klunk of the CV joints and, if heard, run away! Sure 

enough there it was, clunk klunk! No deal. I tell the salesman not quite the vehicle you said it was. What to do? 

Limited money in hand, car required and debt to be avoided. In the end after being very keen on a Wild Violet   

Escort panel van somewhat beyond my monetary reach, I managed to resist temptation and drove back to       

Canberra in a well used bronze Mk2 Cortina GT with tacho, bonnet pins and blacked out panels and stripes. 

What traits emerged from these early automotive forays? Fords, 4 cylinders (with a couple of notable exceptions) 

and predominantly secondhand cars. I doubt that I can remember all the cars I have owned. I now wish I had the 

foresight at the outset to keep a record of them all. 

Highlights from roughly 50 years of car ownership. Buying a Datsun 240Z on the eve of my marriage in 1976. Not 

so much for the timing but the car. The early Zs are a bit special; tough and a bit crude but great fun to drive. A 

new mk2 Escort RS2000 was another fun car to drive. A low ks BMW 318is was a great touring vehicle. There was 

also a later period when I returned to the Nissan fold. A 240k then a sequence of Skylines ending with one of the 

200 R31s built by Fred Gibson. Not pretty but a wonderful car on the road. More recently a Mazda MX5 provided 

a heap of fun and some track day experience. And now a 1980 Toyota Celica RA40, a 1972 Ford Capri mk1 GT 

3000 and a relatively new 2007 Volvo C30 occupy the garage. 

Along the way I also dabbled in rallying. Canberra in the 70s and 80s was a rally stronghold with several rally      

orientated car clubs and a steady stream of events. Having limited funds and less skill, I generally occupied the   

navigator’s seat. In time there was some success and we won a few ACT championship events. Sorties to NSW and 

Victoria for state and national level events were       

highlights and provided perspective. So far as             

motorsport goes, rallying provided relatively cheap and 

unique thrills. Despite occasional misadventure I was 

fortunate that no  serious harm came my way.  

     

Winton Brocklebank 
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DAVID BESSON 

I was born in Murwillumbah in 1946. Dad worked for the Ford dealer until the mid-fifties when he 

opened his own tyre and accessory shop. My childhood years were spent around cars and their bits and 

pieces. I have great memories of riding in tow trucks and seeing Fords like Jack Davies Customline calling 

into the dealership during the ’53 Redex Trial. 

My education was in Murwillumbah, then Wagga Wagga Teacher’s College and the University of         

Wollongong. I, like all country lads, had to leave home to follow a career. 

I learnt to drive in an FX Holden and my first car was a 61 Volkswagen. It made lots of noise with its Lukey 

muffler, continually snapped cables and required camshaft and piston replacements. 

Initially I taught back on the Tweed travelling over rough roads daily to work, breaking my front            

suspension bolts quite regularly. I traded the VW in on a new Peugeot 404 in 1967. The difference was 

amazing; not a problem for over 10 years. After that I had a few oil leaks which never actually needed to 

be repaired. 

From 1969 I lived in outback NSW, then Wollongong and Goulburn. The lovely old Pug was replaced by a 

Renault; a bad move. Then came a Commodore which had a text book crash and was written off- a great 

result, as it was a dog with continued warranty claims. Later came an XD Falcon, a great car except in the 

city and parking lot spaces. 

In the eighties I came back to the Northern Rivers area, teaching at Larnook, Burringbar, Nimbin and     

finally Lismore. This is where I began restoring a Morris Minor while I did a panel beating course at Tech. 

I also joined the Summerland Car Club and began to enjoy the company of the like-minded folks there. 

My acquaintance with Coles Car Sales was renewed from years earlier; they had worked on the original 

404 and Renault. I was persuaded to buy a big 604 Peugeot and give up the Morris. From this time I 

bought various Peugeots; 504, 505, 405. 205, 206, 306, another 604 and now a 406 Coupe. 

In 2003 I decided to enter the 50th AnniversaryRedex Re-Run event sponsored by Peugeot and Holts who 

owned the Redex brand. For this I needed an older car. Thus, the baby blue 404 which Coles got up to 

scratch for me came into my fleet. After the event it was restored with Coles help and Dean Prodger’s 

great panel and paint work. This car, not only did the Redex but also took part in another longer         

round-Australia event. The only problem encountered by my 1967 404 in all those miles being valve     

recession with unleaded fuel. Reliability indeed. 

I met Gayl in 2007. She joined Summerland with 

her concourse MGB. We have both found the club 

to be fantastic with a warm, friendly, social          

atmosphere created by great people who share 

common experiences and interests.  

Lets hope the grand times continue to roll. 
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A big thank you to Jim Butler of Shannons for obtaining sponsorship for our Club.  

Remember to consider Shannons for all of your insurance needs. 

OUR CLUB SPONSORS 
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Thank you to our Club Sponsor, Barlows of Ballina   

Barlows are a well-established Ballina Business and also trade as the 

Ballina Bolt Barn and we are accredited distributors for  

BREMICK FASTENERS, ECLIPSE FASTENRS, HOBSONS, GENERAL                   

FASTENERS and JAMES GLEN. We carry a large range of high tensile bolts, socket 

cap screws, stainless steel and brass as well as galvanized hexagon and cup head 

bolt nuts. We also carry a large range of flat and spring washers and nyloc nuts as 

well as self drilling screws. 

Engineers supplies are also carried in stock including drill bits, taps and dies, hose 

clamps, sanding and grinding discs, construction fasteners, chemical capsules, 

threaded rod and hacksaw blades. 

We are DAVEY MASTER DEALERS and carry all pumps in the DAVEY range for 

both domestic and farm applications and garden micro- irrigation systems. 

We are also a Wattyl Trade Centre for supply of WATTYL products to Trade and 

Home Handyman painter. 

We are agents for a wide range of suppliers of hoses and super clamp fittings      

including radiator hose, suction hose, pressure hose, petrol resistant hose, car 

heater hose and hose clamps in both zinc and stainless finishes. 

Brass fittings are part of our range and include compression and hydraulic fittings 

and galvanised water fittings, rubber matting, vee belts and a large range of pulleys 

as well as water filters.  

A large range of stainless steel boat and balustrading fittings is carried including 

turnbuckles, saddles, screw eyes, eye bolts, eye nuts, hinges and stainless and 

galvanised wire including products from various chandlery suppliers. 

We are a KARCHER sales and service agent for the full range of Karcher Products.  

We are also the BOC Gas Agent and Gas and Gear suppliers for the Ballina area. 

The Range is endless at Barlows   

1/19 de Havilland Cres     

Ballina, NSW 2478 

Email: barlowsballina@bigpond.com.au 

Phone: 02 6686 2044 

Fax: 02 6686 9561 

BARLOW’S  

HARDWARE MERCHANTS 

http://www.bremick.com.au/
http://www.eclipsefasteners.com.au/
http://www.hobson.com.au/
http://www.generalfasteners.com.au/
http://www.generalfasteners.com.au/
http://www.jamesglen.com.au/
http://www.davey.com.au/
http://www.wattyl.com.au/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.karcher.com.au/aus/welcome.htm
https://boc.com.au/
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EVENTS CALENDAR 2021  

Saturday 29TH May 
2021 

Casino Beef Week Show & Shine—Details Page 4 

2nd June 2021  Social/dinner from 6.00pm at Bistro, at Lismore Workers Club, Keen 
St, Lismore, followed by Meeting at 7.30pm and coffee/drinks after-
wards 

9th June 2021  Wednesday coffee run to Tintenbar. Details Page 4 

18/19/20 June 2021  Weekend Club run to Toowoomba—2 nights. Details Page 8 

7th July 2021  Social/dinner from 6.00pm at Bistro, at Lismore Workers Club, Keen 
St, Lismore, followed by Meeting at 7.30pm and coffee/drinks after-
wards 

14th July 2021  Wednesday coffee run . Details TBA 

18th July 2021  Club Run- Christmas in July outing details TBA 

4th August 2021  Social/dinner from 6.00pm at Bistro, at Lismore Workers Club, Keen 
St, Lismore, followed by Meeting at 7.30pm and coffee/drinks after-
wards 

 11th August 2021  Midweek Coffee Run- Details TBA 

15th August 2021  Club Run-details TBA 

1st September 2021  Social/dinner from 6.00pm at Bistro, at Lismore Workers Club, Keen 
St, Lismore, followed by Meeting at 7.30pm and coffee/drinks after-
wards 

5th September 2021 PCYC Car Show & Coffee—Details Page 9 

8th September 2021  Midweek Coffee Run- Details TBA 

19th September 2021 Club Run—details TBA 
  

6th October 2021 Social/dinner from 6.00pm at Bistro, at Lismore Workers Club, Keen 
St, Lismore, followed by Meeting at 7.30pm and coffee/drinks after-
wards 

13th October 2021 Midweek Coffee Run- Details TBA 

17th October 2021 Club Run—Presidents Run - Details TBA 

October/November? Grafton Vintage Motor Vehicle Club—Jacaranda Festival—details TBA 

3rd November 2021 Social/dinner from 6.00pm at Bistro, at Lismore Workers Club, Keen 
St, Lismore, followed by Meeting at 7.30pm and coffee/drinks after-
wards 

10th November 2021 Midweek coffee run—Details TBA 

21st November 2021 Club run—Details TBA 
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