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CORONA-COP 

Cartoon drawn by my very talented granddaughter Fallon (Ed) 
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           Upcoming Events…. 

 

ALL NRVC ACTIVITIES      

ARE CANCELLED 

UNTIL  

FURTHER NOTICE. 

THE GOOD OIL 

WILL STILL BE    

SENT MONTHLY 

TO KEEP MEMBERS 

INFORMED. 

ANY OTHER NEWS 

WILL BE BY EMAIL 

OR PHONE. 
     

                                      

 

                        



                                    

              
                                      
      

      

    

 

 
      
 

        

        

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 
ISSUE OF ROADWORTHINESS TO NEW MEMBERS 

N.R.V.C. By-Laws PART 8 
New members are required to attend a minimum of three (3) club outings or events before they will be  

considered for issue of RMS plates.  

These outings are not to include Club Meetings.  Any registered and roadworthy vehicle can be used for these  three (3) 

outings. Attendance must be noted in the day book. 

To maintain eligibility to Historic registration members must attend club outings, events or meetings to accumulate 30 

club points per year. 

Attendance must be noted in the day book.   

The Committee will consider exemptions due to personal or unexpected circumstances on a case by case                                                                                                                                             

basis.   

Failure to comply could result in the eligibility to Historic registration being withdrawn.  

For members with vehicles on Historic plates, please be reminded vehicles must be as 

close to original as possible 

 

NRVC  COMMITTEE 
  PRESIDENT: Frank Wilkinson                     VICE PRESIDENT: Terry Jones 

  Mobile: 0419 233 886                                 Mobile: 0427 508 627 

  Email: frank.wilkinson57@gmail.com            Email: terryjones1954@hotmail.com 

   

  SECRETARY: Debbie Maxwell                      TREASURER: Mary Jones 

  Mobile: 0409 502 284                                  Mobile: 0421 642 251 

  Email: nevillemaxwell1960@gmail.com           Email: terryjones1954@hotmail.com 

 

  REGISTRAR: Wes Coghlan                            CLUB CAPTAIN: Ken Barrett 

  Mobile: 0423 083 274                                   Mobile: 0402 603 655 

  Email: wescoghlan@hotmail.com                     Email: lindabarrett@optusnet.com.au 

   

  PUBLIC OFFICER: Ken Morris                       RALLY COMMITTEE: 

  Mobile: 0417 467 232                                        Terry Jones. Neville Maxwell 

  Email: kenneth.morris@transport.nsw.gov.au 

 

                         MID WEEK RUNS: Gary and Ruth Newcombe 

                         Mobile: 0427 222 075 and 0408 689 652 

   

  WEBMASTER: Bill Kalb                                 EDITOR: Barry Alder  

  Mobile: 0428 465 057                                  Mobile: 0418 491 905 

  Email: kalbw@bigpond.com                            Email: aldersfurniture@gmail.com 

 

   

 

  

Meetings are held on the 1st Tuesday of the month at Club Macquarie, Argenton. 

Commencing at 7.00pm. 

Social events and outings are held on the following Sunday but may alter. 

Members should check upcoming events list on previous page. 
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MEMORIES OF MY PAST 

 

When I was a boy I was infatuated with cars, motorbikes, engines, lawnmowers, anything that ran 

on petrol or diesel and I think I am still like that today.  My Dad used to let me drive his old Ford Falcon ute (or more 

truthfully just let me steer it while sitting on his lap).  My older brothers had old English motorbikes, AJSs, BSAs, and a 

Panther (worth a fortune today) and used to double me on the petrol tank.  We used to ride in the bush, not far from 

where we lived at Cardiff North.  When I was able to ride myself the smaller Japanese bikes suited me better. 

 

I left school after finishing 4th year at age 16 and started my apprenticeship at the Railway Workshops at Civic 

Newcastle in 1970.  I tried to save for a new motorbike but only earning $23.00 a week and after paying Mum board, 

I didn’t have much left to put away. 

Well, the big day finally came when on Wednesday, 12th May, 1971 I 

turned 16 years and 9 months old, so was legally able to get my 

learner’s motorcycle permit!  I was the first one at the Registry Office 

and after answering 3 compulsory questions I was on my way and thus 

my licensed motoring memories began.  

I thought I was pretty cool riding my second hand Yamaha 80cc 2 stroke 

bike all around the place, however it didn’t take long to realise that I 

couldn’t double any of the girls I met on that little bike so after turning 

17, I got my P plates and bought my first car, which was an FB Holden station wagon, for $150.00.  It was on this car 

that I learnt how to change motors, gearboxes, diffs, brakes, bodywork, etc., etc. from my Dad and older brother, who 

taught me how to keep both his and my car maintained and roadworthy.  The fun and good times that I had in the old 

wagon will stay with me forever! 

 

My brother Geoff was, and still is, a very clever bloke and is always available for help and advice whenever needed.  

Geoff was one of the first people to offer us help with our recent bushfire loss and spent a few days at the farm helping 

to salvage my old tractor, which has been invaluable during the present time. 

After a couple of years, I sold my old FB and bought by second car, which was an EH Holden panel van, but the 

memories I made in that car will have to be told another day. 

Cheers, 

P.S.  See you all after the virus.  Stay safe. 

From Terry and Mary Jones, Vice President and Treasurer. 

Can’t wait for the next instalment!                                                                                                                              

Sounds like there wasn’t much social distancing going on in that old panel van. (Ed)  



 

CHMC'S Bulletin #7 March 2020 of timely information for CHMC Clubs  

             WHY IS IT CALLED "DINKUM OIL"? 

Naming a new publication in the historic vehicle movement isn’t easy as almost all our Clubs 

have an established newsletter or magazine of their own, and all those usually have a catchy 

title that befits the hobby and/or the club. The “Good Oil” was originally selected but it was 

pointed out that this was the long-standing title of the journal of one of our Clubs. To avoid 

any confusion Council re-named its bulletin "Dinkum Oil", which is a name with a good 

historical pedigree and blends our Aussie heritage with our automotive interests.  The historical 

link  - The original "Dinkum Oil" newsletter was a WW1 Australian trench publicat ion of eight 

issues pointing out the absurdity of life at Gallipoli and written by Australian war correspondent 

Charles Bean and Sergeant Frank Noonan in 1915.  Major Thomas Blamey had requested the 

production of a newsletter that would dispel rumours and s py-mania so the title "Dinkum Oil" 

was particularly appropriate  as it was a slang term used by the Diggers in WW1 meaning 'true 

news'.  

Council has taken some measures to minimise potential contact with the Covid 19 virus. Member Clubs 

may find measures like these relevant when planning or carrying out Club activities. 

 
• The CHMC Annual General Meeting has been postponed until Saturday 24th October, and an 

application for this postponement has been made to the NSW Dept of Fair Trading.  
• The Committee has resolved that any Officers whose term of office was due to end  

before 24th October will continue in office until then. This resolution is necessary for 
Council’s continued functions to be performed legally.  

• Face to Face contacts are now prohibited as the Chief Medical Officer’s social distances or  
Government regulations must be observed. 

 
• CHMC has insurance cover for public liability, members/volunteers and executive/management 

committee. Should it hold or promote events, contrary to advice from relevant government 

authorities, which expose members and the general public to risk, including that of infection, it is 

likely our insurers may take issue and disallow claims. 
 

• Council will continue to provide services and disseminate information to its member Clubs, 
but the traditional means of doing this will necessarily change. 

 
• Council will limit the use of surface contact (for example posting hard copies of 

documents, handling of cash or cheques) to those instances where electronic 

communication is not possible. 
 

• Only where Clubs have been unable to provide Council with an email address, will contact instead 
be made by phone or surface mail. 

 
• Clubs are encouraged to establish safe communication networks amongst members so that those 

with good electronic communication abilities may pass information to those with lesser or no such 

ability. 
 

• Council will again contact member Clubs if any of the circumstances relating to 
management of Covid 19 change. 

For further information contact: Kathy Booby (CHMC Secretary) phone 0418 235 

www.heritagemotoringcouncil.org.au 
 
  

http://www.heritagemotoringcouncil.org.au/


 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                                                                      

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                           

 

  

 
Car Parts & Accessories 

Homemaker Centre 

Hillsborough Road 

Warners Bay, NSW 

Phone: (02) 4953 7461 
 

NRVC Car Club Members 

ask for discount 

 



                                                                                                     

   BARRY’S BUGEYE  
 

The year was 1970.  Man had (supposedly) walked on the moon the previous year. But closer to home, our first born 

was turning 5 and preparing to start school.  The family transport at that time was a 1967 XR Fairmont 289 V8. 

I suggested to Maureen that it might be an idea to have a look around for a cheap second car for me to drive to work, 

leaving the reliable car for her to do the school run and take herself to work.  Now I could say that this was a sensible 

and unselfish suggestion on my part, others have said I was looking for an excuse to get into a sports car.  Suffice to 

say, I had spotted a cute little Mark 1 Sprite in a car yard in Islington a few days before! 

However, the deal was done and I’m stickin’ to my “story”.  (Note from Maureen - this is the first time I’ve heard this 

story!!!) 

The sprite was 10 years old and had been played with quite a bit with mods to the head, cam, Weber carb and 

extractors.  There were also suspension modifications and disc brakes from a later model.  Thinking back, it did seem 

much roomier then (do cars shrink?). 

Moving on, it supplied fairly trouble free transport for the next 5 years until in 1975 I broke the crankshaft (racing a 

Cooper S) - (another story I didn’t hear until much later!!), and as rego was due, decided to take it off the road and 

restore it properly. 

By this time we had 3 kids and a mortgage so funds were scarce and time even more so.  As a result, the Sprite slipped 

down the priority list and found itself under a tarpaulin in the backyard for some years.  My father-in-law had a spare 

carport in Carrington so it was decided to move the car over there so it would at least be under cover and on a concrete 

floor. 

Again it stood sadly for a couple of years until in 1980 we moved to our current home in Jewells.  The sprite was again 

on the move and came home to an actual garage - a carport was built to house the other cars. 

 

Now with the car closer to hand, I began stripping 

it, finishing up with a bare shell and lots of 

mechanical bits stored in boxes.  I started on the 

body, cutting out rusty bits but time and money 

restraints made for very slow going.   

At this time I was employed as a laboratory 

craftsman at Newcastle University, working there 

for 12 years until I bought a milk run which I 

operated for 7 years.  We sold the milk run in 1994 

and I went back to working with my hands, bought 

a furniture repair business and Bob Blackie’s French 

Polishing became Alder’s Furniture Restorations in 

Arnhem Close, Gateshead. 

 

After a couple of years we outgrew this shed and moved to the current site in Bullsgarden Road, Gateshead where our 

second son still operates the business. 

Now with a much larger shed there was more room to work on the sprite so she was on the move again, albeit now in 

lots of boxes.  Room to work on the car again became room to store the car and not much progress was made until 

around 2014.  With the intention of retiring in 2015 it was time to stop making excuses and get serious. 



 

The body shell was taken for media blasting and when returned all rust was cut out 

and repair sections available were welded in.  Some unavailable sections had to be 

hand crafted. 

When the body shell repairs were completed I applied a coat of 2 pack 

primer (by this time we had an enclosed spray booth). 

Re-assembly started with the rear suspension after reconditioning diff and 

rear brakes.  New brake drums, shoes and wheel cylinders were fitted and 

then on to the front suspension.  New coil springs and new discs and 

reconditioned calipers were next.  Reconditioned lever arm shocks were 

fitted front and rear.  The steering rack was stripped and rebuilt before re-

installing. 

The engine and gearbox, 

which had been bought 

many years earlier as 

reconditioned units, were 

next.  After satisfying 

myself that the gearbox 

was fine, I decided to strip 

the engine as it had stood 

around for a very long 

time.  Some upgrades were made, mainly to the cylinder head, and the cam from the original engine was fitted. 

 

 

The seats were stripped of upholstery, metal frames were repaired then delivered to the upholsterer. 

Next it was back to the spray booth.  The original colour was Nurburg White but when I bought the Sprite in 1970 it 

was painted black.  It had for a long time been referred to as “The Black Blur” so I decided to stay with black.  

 

After painting, the engine and gearbox were re-installed and all the usual adjustments were carried out. 

 



 

 

The Sprite was finally re-registered in 2017 after a quick 42 year makeover!! 

 

I am proud to say that with the exception of machining work on the engine and upholstery of the seats, all the work 

was done by me.  I am about to re-fit the engine after tracking down a small knock and we will be up, running and 

ready for our next run as soon as this horrible COVID-19 cloud disappears. 

(Note from Maureen - no records were kept of the cost of this restoration but I’m very proud that Barry finally achieved 

his dream.) 

Cheers,  Barry  (Ed) 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

SHOUT OUT TO ALL MEMBERS. 

There has never been a better time to tell all about your past or current projects. 

During the course of this shutdown magazine content is obviously very scarce so any help will be appreciated. 

Anything of interest will do, even if it isn’t car related. Whatever you’re doing to stay busy and sane is of interest. 

We can deal with it in any form, typed, hand written, email or posted. Some pictures would be great but not 

essential. We can’t get together but we can stay in touch. 

Looking forward to hearing from you,  Barry (Ed)  

  

 



 



  



 


