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Robin Hull’s unique RMB on display 



Editorial 

A big part of this month was spent away in 

South Australia and New South Wales. Apart 

from delivering Brian and Lyn Jackson’s RMF 

and picking up an RMB for restoration, a visit 

was paid to Phil Evans and Paul Baee.  Only a 

fraction of the photos taken are included in this 

magazine. A wonderful time was had with many 

friends. 

A very special thanks to Robin Hull (deceased) 

for his contributions to the club over many 

years and included in this magazine are mus-

ings on his classic and not so classic motor 

cars. 

Special thanks to Ian Henderson who not only 

has written an article for Torquetube but is 

bringing the club register up to date. The dedi-

cation he displays is shown by his  visit to the 

Treehaven Retirement home  a few weeks ago 

to make certain of the chassis numbers  of the 

Rileys that live here. 

Further thanks goes to Chris Reynolds and Tre-

vor Taylor who recorded the club outings for 

March. 

Happily, the National Rally is definitely on at 

Broken Hill and it is not too late to book your 

place at this special event.  

A busy March will be followed with a busy April. 

If you can come, make the effort to visit the 

Treehaven Retirement Home on April 11th to 

view the devel-

opment of the 

Riley engine 

from the Side 

Valve,   Riley 9, 

12/4 and the 

post war Riley 

RM units.  

 

The Editor appreciates receiving articles by the 21st 
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March Events: Breakfast at Bullockys Rest 

Our regular monthly breakfast with MG 
owners was held this month at Bullockys 
Rest, a favourite spot.  
 
It was originally to be held on the 22

nd
, 

which was a day of deluge but was, 
thankfully, deferred, to the 29

th
.  

 
There were two Rileys, numerous MGs 
and an SLR Torana with their owners in 
attendance for a bright sunny breakfast 
cooked on the electric BBQs. 

President’s Run to the Gold Coast Motor Museum 

This year’s Presidents Run was held on 7
th
 

March and we travelled to the (fairly new) Gold 
Coast Motor Museum. 
 
A number of us met up at the Jacobs Well BP 
truck stop en route where we revitalised with 
coffee. We also met up with an old Riley owner 
who had some QLD number plates (RILEY 2) 
which are now for sale through the club. 
 
We then drove about 20 minutes further down 
the highway to Tom Palagi’s place, which is 

very close to the museum. This drive was sup-
posed to be in convoy with me leading, howev-
er the others didn't seem to travel at traffic 
speed and consequently disappeared from my 
rear view mirror quite quickly. There seemed to 
be some confusion so they took another 10 
minutes or so to eventually arrive, amongst 
much complaining about the lead driver “taking 
off like a hairy goat”. At Tom’s place we had 
further refreshment before attempting another 
convoy to the museum, about 3 minutes away. 
This time we didn't lose anyone!! 



The Museum was established only about a 
year ago and all exhibits are very well pre-
sented, mostly in showroom condition.  
 

There’s a very wide variety of makes, models 
and ages, but, sadly, no Riley amongst them. 
(We did see a couple of people taking photos 
of our Rileys parked opposite the entrance!)  
(Editor: I think Rileys are too busy to retire to a 
museum!) 

 
 
All the exhibits have a detailed description, so 
seeing the full exhibition takes a fair amount of 
time and we can say it was very worthwhile 
place for anyone with an automobile interest to 
visit if they are near the Gold Coast. 

 
After our browsing in the Exhibition Hall we 
had lunch at the Restaurant. We elected to sit 
at one of the outdoor tables and had a very 



Remembering Robin Hull and secrets gleaned about his motors 

Robin had a variety of interests and talents. At 

19 years old he was apprenticed and gained a 

marine 2
nd

 class engineer certificate and took a 

job in merchant shipping. His second employ-

ment involved him in a role at a power station 

and he upgraded his qualifications to a 1
st
 class 

engineering certificate. He later took a role as a 

government inspector. 

He met Barbara and after their courtship they 

married in  1965. They had three children: Car-

mel, Craig and Natalie. Although not good at 

ball sports he took up refereeing soccer for his 

children when they joined a competition. He 

was also interested in photography, bee keep-

ing, cycling, small bore shooting, home brewing 

and restoring motor cars. He excelled in all of 

his pursuits.  

Above: Robin’s first Vauxhall restoration 

His first restoration was a Rugby, after that a 

Vauxhall and then an RMB Riley. He had spe-

cific tastes, and these were displayed in his 

RMB. It had minimal chrome, he sealed the 

roof, fitted a modern braking-system and a diff 

that was less likely to break half shafts. The 

Riley also sported alternative front seats, back-

ing camera and a wiring harness with relays 

and fuses. 

Some time ago I asked him about his motoring 
history, and he wrote a short history which he 
titled. 

Automotive Musings 

My first motorized vehicle was a 1950 AJS mo-

torbike and my first motor car was a 1947 Fly-

ing Standard Eight sedan, a real speed ma-

chine (Editor: co-incidentally my first motor ve-

hicle was a 1948 soft top Flying Standard. It 

had a transverse front suspension and a side 

valve engine that required reverse to ascend 

the hill outside of Perth. It was a working man’s 

car with the minimum of everything including 

wheel studs of which there were three for each 

wheel. It was incapable of cornering or ascend-

ing a hill including in first gear. What a fantastic 

machine that it was.) 

My second car was a 1956 Beetle and the next 

was a brand-new VW Beetle. Another new car 

was a 1970 type three square back VW, a very 

good vehicle which would still be owned 

by the family except that in 1990 a car 

came through a red light and ‘T’ boned the 

car. 

Other cars that I have owned were a long 
wheel-based Toyota van, a Mitsubishi Sig-
ma, Lada Niva 4-wheel drive, a Triumph 
TR 7 (owned for 16 years), a Mitsubishi 
Star Wagon etc. 

I have always been attracted to old cars 

remembering family cars such as a 1934 

Chevrolet utility and a Morris Z utility. My 

first ownership of an old car, a play toy 

and not simply transport was of the very 

decrepit remains of a 1928 Rugby Tourer 

that I completely restored by 1996 following a 

seven year rebuild. The Rugby was pleasant to 

drive except it was under-powered, but the four 

wheeled brakes were quite acceptable.  

After finishing the Rugby, I was bitten by the 
bug  and looked around for a suitable vehicle to 
restore. I came across the Vauxhall, it seemed 
to comply with all of my requirements, a rela-
tively small vehicle with a large 3.2 litre engine, 
four-wheel brakes and a roadster body 
(sporting image). It took me three years full 
time to finish the complete restoration. When 
purchased, the Vauxhall came as a two-car 
package and I considered that I would  



Above:  This picture that went with an arti-
cle about oils written by Robin in 2018. His 
RMB is in the background and second 
Vauxhall restoration in the foreground 

complete both cars and sell one to pay for the 
other. I had actually started work on the second 
car when the Riley came along. The Vauxhall 
drives very nicely, rolls along very easily at 80 
to 85  KPH, is not afraid of hills and has quite 
good brakes. 

I had long desired a Riley from when I first 
started working but when I mentioned my inten-
tion to purchase one to an older pommie work-
mate, he said, ‘don’t be so bloody stupid, they 
have a wooden framed body, and they fall 
apart in the Australian climate.’ So, it was 
about 50 years later that I finally acquired my 
Riley. To be worthy of ownership a car should 
be pleasurable to drive, you should not be 
afraid to take it on the road, it should have suf-

ficient power, have quite reasonable brakes, 
steering and road holding ability. Spares 
should be available at reasonable cost (sounds 
like an RMB to me). On mine, I have carried 
out considerable modifications for which I offer 
no apology, they have been in order to achieve 
safer, more reliable, and more pleasant motor-
ing. They have included: Hydraulic brakes front 
and rear, a tandem master brake cylinder, a 
vacuum brake booster, a different diff with 3.45 
to 1 ratio  which hopefully avoids broken half 

shafts, an open tail-shaft that includes one 
fixed spring and one shackle, an oil cooler, 
electronic ignition, tapered roller bearings for 
the front wheel bearings, a different wiring har-
ness with 6 relays and about 20 fuses and 6-
inch Double ‘J’ rims with steel belted radial 
tyres. I have been very happy with the Riley 
and have attended a number of rallies including 
in the far north of the state as well as in the 
south of the country. 

Robin Hull 

Below: Robin working with Ken Lonie. They 
were working on a Chinese distributer to 
improve its performance. 



My Old Job by  Ian Henderson       

I first drew up a Register of Queensland Rileys 

when the club was young back in 1973. I held 

the position of Registrar for seven of the next 

ten years, and after a 38 year break, as of the 

last AGM, it looks like I’ve got my old job back. 

Thanks to the work of all Registrars up until 

now, the number of resident Queensland cars 

listed has grown to 163 out of 305 on record. 

The difference is made up of cars known to 

have been wrecked, moved interstate/

overseas or otherwise lost. They’re not all go-

ers but are complete enough to be considered 

to be restorable. There are currently 87 of 

those registered by Qld department of TMR 

and our members own 95 Rileys. (A lot have 

more than one.) 

The number of cars on record had grown to 

the point that we had eight lever arch files full 

of history and photos and although these will 

be retained in archive, I’ve now transferred the 

basic data onto a new single digital file (MS 

Excel Spreadsheet) that I encourage all mem-

bers to view.  

The A4 size copy in my hand comprises pag-

es, so rather than print everyone a copy I 

would prefer that anyone interested requests 

an electronic file. There will be no personal in-

formation on this list. There is now a hardcopy 

in the clubhouse which can be scrutinised and 

marked up for me to make changes. If every-

one updates their own details we’ll be well on 

our way to having a complete record. 

April’s Activities 

Tuesday Morning 6th: Riley Tinkerers at the 

Clubhouse, Samford. Restoration activities, 

friendship and technical advice.  Tea and cof-

fee provided. 

Tuesday 6th 11 AM. Monthly Meeting 

of the RMCQ at the Riley Clubhouse, 

38 Showgrounds Drive, Highvale 

4520, Samford Show Grounds.      
Sausage sizzle to follow:  gold coin dona-

tion 

Sunday 11th Garage run to Phil Wyllie’s 

home 11 AM: View his Riley wrecks, engine 

displays including a side valve, a Riley 9, a 

12/4 and RMB. Gourmet sausage sizzle,      

salads and bread at around 1 PM. Gold coin     

donation to the club. Tea and coffee provided.  

Local friends have been invited with their clas-

sic cars. If it is dry parking is on the front lawn. 

Email or telephone your intention to come for 

catering.  



Tuesday Morning 13th and 20th: Riley Tinker-

ers at the Clubhouse, Samford. Restoration ac-

tivities, friendship and technical advice. BYO 

lunch Tea and coffee provided. 

Sunday the 25th: The next breakfast run to Jol-

lys Lookout at Mt Nebo. 

We will meet at the entrance to the Samford 

Showgrounds at 0800 to leave at 0815 either 

via Mt Glorious or up the Goat Track (unpaved) 

to be at the picnic site for 0900. 

Regards. Trevor. 0407 717 853 

Tuesday Morning 27th: Riley Tinkerers at the 

Clubhouse, Samford. Restoration activities, 

friendship and technical advice. BYO lunch Tea 

and coffee provided. 

Riley surprises 

Ross McOmish, a South Australian and a Riley 

enthusiast, telephoned and said he had pur-

chased Brian Jackson’s RMF and was coming 

up to the sunny coast to pick it up. He thought 

that the RMF would make a good club car. He 

then asked if I was still interested in restoring 

his RMB. It seemed like a good idea at the time 

and so we agreed to meet at the Sunshine 

Coast Airport and visit Brian and Lyn to collect 

the RMF. Lyn is a gracious hostess and she 

prepared scones and a cup of tea. Ian Hender-

son visited while we were there and showed off 

his latest manufacture, a lens for the later RM 

Riley ceiling light, a product of 3D printing. It 

was amazing. Ian also brought a pen and pa-

per and demonstrated his intent to make the 

club registrar’s records as accurate as possible 

as well as to bring them up to date. We listened 

to the RMF engine and also to a Pathfinder en-

gine that was set up on a test bench, an event 

that was altogether ordinary in this remarkable 

man’s garage. 

Above: The RMF in his new environment in 

the Adelaide Hills 

After a tour of the RMF and a demonstration of 

its various systems, the RMF left Brian’s gar-

age for its journey to South Australia. It’s first 

test was the Maleny hill climb. The Cruiser was 

in front of the RMF to lead the way. Just before 

Bald Knob I pulled over in the Cruiser to wait. 

The RMF was in second gear and ascending 

the hill with a large number of following cars 

who apparently wanted to escort the Riley up 

to the Treehaven retirement home. Next day 

the Riley was mounted onto the trailer, 

strapped down and the cruiser filled with Riley 

9 parts for a show and tell and discussion with 

Riley 9 extraordinaire, Phil Evans.  

Above: The RMB mounted on the trailer at 

Mylor, SA 

Saturday brought the news that a Brisbane 
doctor had contracted COVID-19. He worked at 
a Brisbane hospital and over the previous days 
had visited numerous locations around Bris-
bane. I did not want to be locked out of NSW, 
so we left early on Sunday morning. As it 
turned out, that was not such a good idea. Just 
before Toowoomba and at the bottom of the hill 



. It was the first time ever that the cruiser need-
ed first gear to get to the top of a hill, but we 
got there, and it was Sunday. No open tyre 
shops. After a brief discussion we decided to 
push on to see if we could find a country gar-
age or tyre shop where a workman would sell 
and fit a tyre. After a while Ross phoned ahead 
and a person agreed to meet us at a tyre shop. 
He said he had tyres suitable for the trailer and 
when we arrived, he met us and showed that 
he was good at what he did. In a few minutes 
we had not one but two new tyres and some 
good advice about the best tyres for the trailer 
and the right tyre pressure. 

Thankfully there were no more incidents along 

the way except for the terrible food that was 

sold to us in the restaurants. On the first night 

we stopped at Narrabri, on the second 

Tooleybuc and on the third day we stopped 

around midday at Murray Bridge to visit an arti-

san who Ross had employed to trim his drop-

head. His name was Horry. Horry was uncer-

tain how to finish the header stick with the alu-

minium cover that I had supplied two years pre-

viously. It only took a few minutes to clarify the 

reality that Rileys required individual treatment 

on every part to make them fit.  We discussed 

how to avoid the ‘hungry horse’ look for the 

roof covering and how to get the hood header 

stick to meet the roof header stick when the 

hood was closed. One piece of advice that was 

given was that a soft rubber block on the roof 

where it came up to the hood  would seal the 

joint from rain penetration. It was said that it 

would work much better than the wave rubber 

that was originally used by the  Riley body fit-

ters. In the end Horry was happy and we set off 

to finish our journey. 

Below: The RMD header stick 

In the afternoon the RMF was dismounted from 

the trailer and the trailer was moved up to the 

entrance of the top garage to winch the RMB 

of South Australian dust on it. Apart from the 

doors all of the passenger side panels had 

dings in them, and the rear passenger side tyre 

was flat. A passage was cleared through the 

accumulated car parts and the way was set to 

mount the Riley onto the trailer.  At that point it 

was decided that the day had been long 

enough, and we retired to enjoy freshly pre-

pared food and a night’s sleep.  

Next day the top garage was searched for bet-
ter body parts.  A running board, two rear mud-
guards, the passenger side bonnet, the centre 
piece for the bonnet and number plate backing 
piece were found and put aside  for the RM. 
Then, while the Riley was sitting on the trailer 
in the light the Riley was closely examined and 
it was determined that most of the timber had 
rotted away, the roof was loose, the tub section 
had  collapsed slightly and just about every-
thing needed to be repaired and restored.  

After that, the remains of a rat were removed, 
the seats were relocated, and the parts were 
stacked into the Riley. Then, in the afternoon 
Ross took me out in his RMC to buy new tie 
down straps. We scooted down the freeway at 

a high velocity and as usual not one, but two 
young people passed in modern plastic cars at 
what might have been 80 or 90 MPH. After all 
you couldn’t let two grey haired men drive an 
elderly Riley faster than their moderns, could 
you? After the purchase and arrival home the 
car was secured to the trailer and the old 
straps utilised to hold the bonnet sides and 
the .  



four doors in place. It seemed like the ex-

change had gone well and everything was 

ready for the return trip to Maleny. 

The next day a visit was arranged to Philip 

Evan’s garage in Adelaide. Ross took me there 

in his modern. There were a few parts that 

Matthew French had given me with the Mark 3 

chassis that belonged to later Riley 9s and 

these were swapped for an inlet camshaft 

bush. He also provided advice on the interme-

diate gear and the centre shaft and conrods for 

the oil pump.  

Above: Phil’s place 

Further advice was sought and gained about 

filtering the oil. He suggested that a side valve 

Morris oil filter body was the best choice as 

both inlet and outlet pipes passed through the 

back of the unit. This allowed the filter body to 

be fitted against the side of the engine making 

a tidy an unobtrusive finish. Similar advice was 

given by Paul Baee and an illustrated  expla-

nation for fitting the filter body is attached 

to this article. Further Riley parts picked up 

for me included two Riley banjos; one for a Ri-

ley 9 and the other one for a 12/4 plus a dam-

aged radiator. Then there was also a pre-war 

Big four radiator and bumper bar cross mem-

bers for the later RMs that Philip asked me to 

take to Paul Baee. 

Here he is in his natural environment 

Next day with all of these goodies on board 
and the trailer attached with the spares for 
Ross’ Riley in the car I set off for Sydney. For-
tunately, the trip was over flat land, and the 
Cruiser managed the weight quite well. The 
only stop over was at Gundagai and after find-
ing a bed for the night I went to the local ser-
vices club for dinner. I ordered a spatchcock 
and sat as far away from the noisy loudspeak-
ers as possible. Sadly, the spatchcock was un-
dercooked but the waiter kindly took it back. 
Later another one arrived after a while and this 
time it was well cooked, and the chef visited to 
apologise. That was a quite different experi-
ence from the one that Ross had on the way 
down to Adelaide where the meal was inedible 
and mine was burnt.  



At around Goulbourn daylight began to appear 

and rain started to fall, and it did not stop until 

after I arrived home. By 10 AM the Hume led 

to a freeway and the freeway led to a tunnel by 

passing Paramatta Road and the tunnel led to  

Berowra. Paul Baee’s property had already ab-

sorbed as much moisture as it could and the 

rain that fell was running over the ground in 

small streams. The storm water gutters were 

overwhelmed, and water was overflowing from 

them and continuing to flow down the driveway 

into the street. The front yard was a depres-

sion and that had filled to create ‘lake Baee’. In 

short Sydney was wet, Paul was wet as was all 

of the other Sydneyites and the traveller was 

about to get wet.  Perhaps the strangest sight 

was to see lots of wet people waiting for buses 

against a grey background while wearing sur-

gical masks, raincoats and hats. Salvador Dali 

could not have imagined a more surreal sight.  

In the rain, Paul’s parts were unloaded along 
with some Riley gifts from the sunshine coast 
which was getting its own drenching. Later, in-
struments that Paul had purchased over the 
internet for the Mark 3 were presented. It was 
just like Christmas. A speedo, ammeter and 

cut out switch were taken out of their packag-
es.  

 

Then later a radiator in reasonable condition,  

a fuel tank and Instrument panel light and cut 
out switches were presented.  

The Riley 9 Mark 3 was beginning to come to-
gether.  

Later that day we visited Keith Phillips who 
was working on Keith Dunbar’s post war road-
ster. Both Keiths were wet.  Paul welded a few 
patches into the tub and scuttle while getting 
wet and the opportunity was taken to investi-
gate a dry Riley Kestrel in a garage that was 
near to completion.  



Keith had not worked on it for months and later 

he said that after working on Rileys all through 

the week he could not face working on his own 

project on the weekends. We all tried to look 

sympathetic.  

 

Above: Keith’s Kestrel and below the post 

war roadster scuttle timbers. Lots more 

photos were taken but you can see the 

workmanship achieved by Keith. 

 

The next day my new Riley goodies were 

packed into the cruiser and it was decided to 

take the New England highway home as at no 

point along the route was it flooded. It turned 

out to be a longer than usual trip. After passing 

the hunter valley and Singleton the route took 

me inland to hilly country which remained hilly 

until Cunningham’s gap in South East Queens-

land. It rained for the whole journey. Going up 

the hills was at the steady pace of 30 to 40 

KPH. Fortunately, there were lots of overtaking 

lanes, so the New South Welshmen were 

spared the annoyance of following a slow Riley. 

It was 8 PM when the tired traveller arrived 

home and it was still raining.  

On the following day the Riley was dismounted, 

and the Riley 9 goodies taken out of their pack-

ages for a ‘show and tell’ to my very patient 

bride, Doreen. 

Below: Nobody should go without seeing 

this photograph. Above is an Amil and un-

derneath is a Riley 9. 

 



 

 The oil filter body bracket is shown in photo 1.  

 

The frame for the filter is the black 

bracket between the alloy part of 

the filter and the brass fittings.  

The bracket goes straight down to 

the sump  and has a right-angle 

bend to pick up the sump bolt 

holes.  

Notice the oil dip stick in the fore-

ground. 

 

The filter is bolted through the 

plate (I used 2 ½ inch long mani-

fold studs).  

 

Next page Photo 2. The brass fit-

ting that I used was a hollow brass 

tube that was threaded on the out-

side. It is available through fitting 

supplies (Pirtek etc) and half nuts were used to fix into place.  

For the outside of the block I machined an aluminium holder to take an o ring. 

This allows the rubber sealing properties to take up the rough texture of the sur-

face on the block. These were held in place with the half nut as seen in photo 1.  

To seal the adaptor plate I used a fibre washer with a flat washer and half nut as 

also shown on photo 1.  

The filter side of the plate just has a washer and nut. The sealing between the fil-

ter and the plate is a gasket. This seals everything successfully. One of the holes 

for the oil on the filter hole needs to be opened up to give clearance for the half 

nut.  

Make sure the washer that you use between the filter and the plate fits into the 

hole of the filter housing, so everything pulls up tightly.  

Fitting an oil filter body to a Riley 9 engine by Paul Baee 



The only purpose for the sealing on the block sides and the filter sides is to keep 

oil splash from leaking out of the block openings.  

The inside of the block only needs a flat washer  as you can see from the picture. 

The right-angled fittings came with the threaded tube so suitable fittings to con-

nect them were purchased from Pirteks.   

 

Adjacent: The guys at the local tyre 

shop demonstrated that you could fit 

modern radials to Riley Side Valve 

wheels.  

They told me that all I needed to do 

was to weld two of them together to 

get the tyre to fit. 

 

The offer was declined and I am 

waiting for 20 inches x 4.75 inches 

tyres. I am told that they are on a 

slow boat from   China.   



For Sale 

Qld Personal Rego plates. They be-
long to a member from the Gold 
Coast who has sold his Riley RM out 
of state. 
 
He has asked for help from the club to 
sell them. They are valued at 2K and 
are available for $1500 ono. 
 
Contact Trevor  on 0407 717 853 for 
further details. 

Post war Roadster  
 
Mark, Brian and I inspected a roadster located at Toorbul  this morning. 
  
With doubtful brakes, flat battery, flat tyres, stale petrol and no water in the radiator, we decid-
ed it would be a waste of time trying to make it run today. 
 
It was looking forlorn and neglected, covered in dust and very unattractive. The colour is a yel-
lowy cream with red vinyl hood and good red upholstery, very like the Carter roadster. General-
ly speaking it could be a very good car. It’s very original and complete. The body is tight with 
straight panels and good paint. I would guess that the woodwork is original and sound, but did-
n’t get a good enough look to be sure.  
 
Mary Hudson said they paid $36,000 fifteen years ago and I believe she would sell for that but I 
said it would be unlikely to achieve that in its current inoperable state. My offer of $20,000 to-
day (which is what I paid for my car) was rejected. 
  
Since the car has to be moved this week, Brian said she could have it delivered to his garage 
at Marcoola for a couple of weeks and he would get it running for her. We could then advertise 
it for sale in the Club newsletter and hopefully find a Queensland buyer at a reasonable price. 
She was happier with that offer. 
  
I forgot to take photos. I suppose if anyone is interested it could be inspected at Marcoola after 
a few days. 
  
Ian Henderson 

Wanted: Generator for a Mark 3 

After collecting Riley 9 generator bits for the past two 

years it has been discovered that the Mark 3 has a 

different generator from the Mark 4. 

 

 Phil Evans has the correct one pictured adjacent. 

 

If you have one excess to your needs please contact 

the editor who is interested in buying one. 


