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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

In THE LIBRARY

If you are looking for information or perhaps 
an article you have seen, check with our 
Librarian Jennifer Horne Ph: (02) 4681 9238 
Email: jennifer_horne@hotmail.com
These are some of the magazines we recieve

•	 Veteran	Car	Club	W.A,
•	 Vintage	Drivers	Club	Vic
•	 Chrysler	Restorers	Club,
•	 Vintage	Motor	Club
•	 Antique	&	Classic	Motor	Club
•	 WOKR	Victoria
•	 WOKR	USA	(“Starter”)
•	 Antique	&	Classic	Motor	Club

2020 sees  another year of interesting events 
in place for  WWOKR.
We are trying to run events on most months 
and our club members are trying to make 
them interesting, unique and in many regions 
of greater Sydney.
Most Club events are already organised , or 
well into the planning stage. 
When you read this some of our members 
will have enjoyed Australia Day at
Parramatta Park joining hundreds of other 
old car enthusiasts.
As you may read elsewhere in the magazine 
in more detail, we are starting with a visit 
to the Southern Highlands, attending the 
Berrima Rally in February.  Also in February, 
Bob Daly has arranged a tour of Retford 
Park, the Anthony Horden’s estate (Bowral) 
owned  by the National Trust.. 

Save Saturday the 4th April for a run around 
the Hills district, easy for those that reside on 
the north side. 

Then in May to the South Coast for the  
Heritage Weekend.

I would like to encourage all club members 
to read our magazine thoroughly and see if 
there is an event near you. We would love 
to see you, even if your car is not yet on the 
road. Please contact the co-ordinators of the 
event to let them know if you will
be attending.

The plan is for the AGM to be moved to 
Sunday October 18th so that we can attend  
The Classic Car Show and Family Fun 
Day at Jamberoo. This event supports the 
Jamberoo RFS and Red Cross.

Just a reminder that our club meetings are 
open to all club members.  Meetings are 
held at the beginning of February, April, 
June, August, October AGM and December. 
Some of these are held on Sundays and 
some Friday evenings.  Meetings in June and 
August on the first Sunday, for a day out, 
so the members with work commitments 
on Fridays can attend.  Please check the 
magazine to see where and when the 
meetings will be held. Again please contact 
the host or me as to whether you can attend.

I look forward to seeing many of you out 
and about in your Historic, or modern car 
this year, and I look forward to catching up 
with you at our next meeting on Friday April 
3rd at Jean Rogerson’s starting at 7.30pm. 
The venue is Woolooware Shores, Alexander 
Avenue Taren Point.
Happy Motoring,

John Farmer
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Once again there was a wide variety of cars 
on display in Parramatta Park for the annual 
Carnivale. There were Veterans, sports cars, and 
even an old Morrie pannel van with matching pop 
up trailer.
We were admiring the display when two old men 
in Lycra appeared out of the crowd, with their 
bicycles, it was Ron and Ralph. You never know 
what form of transport this pair will take.
There was a big awning where you could sit down 
and have a cold drink and get something to eat 
while listening to the band on stage

AUSTRALIA DAY Sunday 26th January 2020AUSTRALIA DAY Sunday 26th January 2020

In PARRAMATTA PARKIn PARRAMATTA PARK



5

Ralph & Val won first prize at the Berrima Rally 

for their 1930 A model Ford

Marina taking a well deserved rest

Ian & Jenny with their Overland and 100 year 

award presented by The Vetran Car Club

Dress up night

Many of the WWOKR club headed down to Mittagong 
in various vehicles, for the annual Berrima Club Rally.
It was great to meet up again with local WWOKR 
member John Fryers, and to see Ian and Jenny 
Streatfield in their 1915 Overland down from  Mt Colah.

The rally started at Mittagong with a morning at the 
Public School to look at the over 100 rally cars and 
indulge in some scones and tea and coffee, or head up 
town to the Mittagong Markets.

There were also lots of games to try your hand at; 
Jenga, Ping Pong etc.

After our delicious lunch at the school we headed 
off on our afternoon run up to the Mittagong Picton  
Railway Loop and up to visit the property ‘Koorong’, 
where we spent quite a while visiting the beautiful 
gardens and museum and old relics
(no not the other entrants!)

We passed through one of the bushfire affected areas  
on the run, which was quite a sobering sight.

Dinner back at the school was a dress up night, with 
this year’s theme: heroes, heroines,  villans and 
vagabond.

It was great to see some of our club members dress up 
....but unfortunately we were no match for Tilly Devine!

Sunday was another lovely run through the Southern 
Highlands, with our farewell lunch back at the school. 

It was great that Ralph and Val Steadman received an 
award for their 1931 A Model Ford

We’d like to thank the Berrima Club for all their hard 
work organising this rally each year. It’s a mammoth 
task, but a delight for all the participants.

John & Marina Farmer
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The house was the original summer residence for the 

Horden Family of department store fame, and, was 

purchased in the 60’s by the Fairfax family and is

now  Known as Faifax House.

One of the benefits of belonging to the Historic 
Vehicle Movement is the opportunities that arise 
to visit attractions not so accessible to the general 
public,we have visited numerous private museums and 
collections with all sorts of goods collected over the 
years by dedicated folk whose hobby maybe turned to 
an obsession.

My favourite activity is visiting historic houses 
examining the architecture and landscaping involved in 
the construction period and beyond.Our last outing was 
just so. Arranged by Bob Daly, Retford Park Bowral 
built in 1887 has a fascinating history of prominent 
and powerful ownership the last being James Fairfax 
of the Sydney Morning Herald fame and fortune. 

James purchased the house together with10 acres 
of surrounding land in1963 for 11000 pounds and 
continued buying more of the nearby land finishing with 
320 acres surrounding the house. Being a prominent 
man about town (James had a great network of artistic 
friends so he employed the famous interior designer 
Leslie Walford to decorate the house and artist Donald 
Friend to paint two amazing murals on the huge dining 
room walls showing the Sydney social scene of the 
time, he also commissioned a personal dinner setting 
for 14 people each piece with an individual painting of 
the house upon it. We were lucky as it was on display 
at the time of our visit.

The house as grand externally but without the fabulous 
decorating it would be bland inside (although there 
might be rooms we didn’t visit) upstairs the 3 bedrooms 
are all decorated indifferent vibrant colours another 
hallmark of the Leslie Walford method, lots of pieces of 
furniture floor coverings tapestries etc dating back to 
the1600s fill the rooms, most of it we were able to sit 
upon or touch which is rare in these homes.

The gardens are remarkable with the head 
gardener employed for over 30 years to oversee the 
development and upkeep the huge area to perfection 
with a large number of huge Bunny Pine Trees along 
with hedges and ferns, pruned to perfection surround 
the house. On the day of our visit a number of
women from the local jail were actively involved in 
garden maintenance.

In 2016 James gifted Retford Park to the National Trust 
and some of the land sub divided and sold to provide 
ongoing funds for future maintenance and restoration. 
He died in 2017and his ashes are buried in a small 
cemetery on site along with beloved dogs, he never 
married and the once mighty and powerful Fairfax 
empire no longer exists perhaps due to the internet and 
the digital age.

After the visit a short drive took us to the Scottish Arms 
Hotel situated among surrounding housing where we 
had lunch and of course a catch up chat in all 18 

members attended the day.

As a footnote to the above our long time life member 
and great friend Jean Rogerson told a storey of how 
when she was a young woman she was working as a 
nanny for a well to do family when they visited Retford 
Park in about 1953( it was then owned by the Horden 
brothers)and remembers playing tennis and cricket with 
her 2 young charges in the back garden of the house 
while the parents were entertained in the great dining 
room above,she had not been back until todays visit.  

Jim Lovett
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Jean looks settled in

Lunch at the Scottish Arms Hotel Bowral

John Olson Painting of a bike

Jim wondering if he has found 

the Fountain of Youth
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2020 Meeting Dates
•	April 3rd 7:30pm at Jean Rogerson’s Wooloware 

Shores 2 Alexander Ave Tarren Point

•	June 7th Sunday at Jennifer Horne’s

•	August 2nd Sunday

•	October 18th AGM ***Note Changed date***

•	More details to be advised

August 16th Shannons Eastern Creek



9

Berry Heritage 
Week End Run

Sat 16th & Sunday 17th May
(HERITAGE DAY)

We are going to Berry for the weekend;
(YOU need to book your accommodation NOW!!!!!!!!!)

Contact: John Farmer 0478 832 789 for details

On Saturday the 16th of May we will be traveling to the 
Shoalhaven. We will be leaving Heathcote Railway Station at 

9:30 for morning tea at a cafe and making stops on the way to 
Berry for a weekend of fun and frivolity.

(Bring a picnic lunch for Saturday)
On Sunday 17th of May we will be attending the
Shoalhaven Historic Vehicle Club Heritage Day

celebrations at the Berry Showground.

The theme this year is “Aussie Assembled Vehicles - A Tribute to 
Australia’s Motoring Heritage”.

Everyone and all owners of Vintage, Historic and Classic vehicles 
of all years and marques, and vehicles of special interest are 

invited to come and have a great day.  

There is so much to see.  Music will be provided by the Berry 
Silver Band and of course the sausage sandwiches courtesy of 
the Gerringong Lions Club and the coffee and a delicious variety 

of food provided by the vendors. 

Spaces on the ground are filling fast - Car Clubs and Private 

Entries must be received by the 8th May
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FOR SALE  Overland 1920/24. 
Engine cowl windscreen 
frame,  bonnet  radiator surround 
Barry Pietersen;  2 Edden Street. 
West Wallsend. 2286
Mob:  0427 166 107
WANTED PARTS WHIPPET 1927
Radiator Surround
Ray Spadina We live in Northern 
Beaches Sydney 
Email: raadd2@gmail.com
Mobile: 0433 633 933
HELP WANTED
Les Johnson passed this Email on.
Any help would be appreciated.
I have this Willy’s overland that has 
been passed down through our family 
through the generations. And I am 
looking at keeping it in good condition 
to hand down to my son.
I think it is a series 90? The car is on 
full Queensland rego and they came 
up with the 1919 date from their data, 
not sure if this is correct.
I have drained the engine oil, gearbox 
oil and diff oil and would love to know 
what volume of oil each of them 
takes and the best location to fill the 
gearbox. Alternatively if some one had 
a workshop manual I could print of 
would be fantastic.
The Chassis number engraved in the 
timber under the passengers seat is 
2740.
The original engine is in the shed and 
it is grey and number is 148092. This 
engine was replaced with the engine 
currently in the car and its number is 
308496.
Sorry about the dust but the car is 
mostly restored. I have many parts 

some that I may never use, so if 
someone is looking for a special part 
and if I have more than one I could 
help out.
Ty Babbidge 0404 050 454
Email: ty@brisbanerealestate.com.au
Located in Brisbane
FOR SALE  Whippet.			Fingertip	con-
trol	switch.	includes	Button,	shaft	and	
switch	assembly.	$100.00
Willys	Knight.	Fingertip	control	switch	
[Steering	column	mounted,	needs	re-
pair,$50.00
Willys	Knight.	Front	Mudguard	Spare	
Wheel	mount	Hold	down	Clamps	{2}	
$100.00
Other	things	I	have	are
Assorted	Gauges	Some	reconditioned	
Packard	ones
Assorted	Fuel	Pumps,	Coils,	Wind-
screen	wiper	motors.
Veteran	Grease	Guns,	Fuel	Pressure	
Pump,	New	‘T’	Moulds	for	around	
doors
Machinery,	Workshop	Crane/engine	
lifter	[25cwt		model]	Reamers,	Micro-
metres	Dillon	Welder,	Rocol	Crack	Test	
Kit,	Set	Henderson	Wheel	Pullers,	Box	
asst	heavy	duty	wheel	Pullers,	Cylinder	
Hone,	Vacuum	Fuel	and	radiator	Test-
er,	2	Coil	Spring	Compressors,	Large	
selection	Panel	Beating	Hammers	and	
Dollies,	12	Ton	Press,	Ring	Gap	Grinder.	
Approximately	1cm	Coachwood
	John Gale
	Phone: (02) 9631 2450
  Mobile: 0419 481 188
 

FOR SALE 1929 96A whippet
It has front and rear chrome bumpers, 
trunk with leather strap on a carry 
frame.
Curtains all round
Always garaged and now hardly ever 
used.
This comes with a trailer load of spare 
parts
For more information
Contact Bruce Day on 0428 432 531 or 
0419 272 043     $18,000

FOR SALE / WANTED

FOR SALE  Whippet parts;
2 x Chasis, one with engine, gearbox, 
diff, scuttle and brakes,
Scuttle, 2 x tail shafts, door skins,
bonnet, gearbox, flywheel, valve 
gear, tappets, block, pistons, cylinder 
heads, rods, illustrated parts book, 
crankshaft, care books for 96, there 
are more parts stored under cover 
but due to mobility problems Graham 
unable to get in to them. 
Graham Davies 6337 5252
Allow extra time for phone to answer 
as Graham is a bit slow getting 
around, please leave a message if you 
get the answer machine. 

For Sale:	Whippet parts. Speedo cable, 
water pump, rear wheel bearing, 2 door 
handles and accelerator linkage. $100
Contact: John Farmer (02) 9524 9370
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